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North Korea has historically been incredibly sec-
retive aboult its military capabilities, including the extent of its
air force fleet. So it was really a historic occasion when in late
September the nation opened up to host its first ever public
air show: the Wonsan International Friendship Air Festival
at Kalma Airport on the east coast of the country, a newly
rebuilt facility from an old airbase, designed by a Hong Kong
based architects’ office and featuring a new modern terminal
that the North Korean government hopes will be a gateway
for tourism to the region.

Hundreds of Western aviation enthusiasts made
their way there for the rare chance to see North Korea’s civil
and military aircraft in action and on the ground which in-
cluded demonstrations and fly-overs of immaculate fighter
Jets, helicopters and of course all types from the country's
only airline, Air Koryo, and even a beer festival—another first
for North Korea. The featured aircraft included as well four
MD500 light helicopters that were illegally exported to the
country in the 1980s and even a NZ-built Pacific Aerospace
PAC P-750 STOL turboprop - a surprise considering sanc-
tions preventing the export of such aircraft to North Korea.
Among the most interesting types on display were several
modified Nanchang/Shijiazhuang Y-5s, a Chinese license-
built derivative of the Antonov An-2 biplane.
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